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self upon the burning coals, and then called upon her to come and see
where he waited for her.    She, amazed to see him not burn, cast herself
on the ground, confessing her crimes aloud and suddenly became a true
penitent, as they did also who had employed her.   The saint accompanied
Ferdinand, King of Leon and Castille, in all his expeditions against the
Moors, particularly in the siege and taking of Cordova in 1236, which,
from the year 718, had ever been the chief seat of the Moorish dominions
in Spain.    Gonzales had a great share in the conquests and temporal
advantages of this prince, by his prudent counsels and prayers and by the
good order which he prevailed with the officers and soldiers to observe.
The conquest of Cordova opened a new field to the zeal of Gonzales,
He moderated the ardour of the conquerors;   saved the honour of the
virgins and the lives of many enemies;  and purified the mosques, con-
verting them into churches;   in all which he was seconded by King
Ferdinand III, surnamed the Saint,    The great mosque of Cordova, the
most famous of all Spain, became the cathedral church; and whereas the
Moors,   when   they  conquered   Compostella,  two  hundred  and  sixty
years before, had carried away the bells and ornaments on the backs
of Christians, and placed them in this mosque, King Ferdinand com-
pelled the infidels to carry them back themselves in the same manner
to Compostella.

Gonzales burned with so ardent a desire to preach the great truths of
our holy religion to the poor and the peasants that no entreaties or
solicitations could retain him any longer at court. Galicia and the rest
of the coast were the chief theatres of his pious labours the latter years of
his life. Neither mountains nor places of the most difficult access in
Asturia and other parts, nor the ignorance and brutality of the people,
could daunt his courage. Under these fatigues prayer was his refreshment.
He appeared everywhere as a new apostle. But the success of his ministry
was the most surprising in the diocese of Compostella and Tuy, in which
also he wrought many miracles. At Bayona, in Galicia, ^the number of
his auditors having obliged him to preach in a great plain, in the open
fields, and a violent storm arising with wind, thunder, and lightning, his
whole audience began to be very uneasy and thought to prevent the worst
by flying. The holy preacher prevailed upon them to stay and by prayer
appeased the tempest. All places round about them were deluged, but
not a drop fell upon the auditory. The saint had a particular zeal to
instruct the poor in the country, and the sailors, whom he sought in their
vessels, and among whom he finished his mortal course. He foretold his
death on Palm Sunday, and desiring to die in the arms of his brethren at
Compostella, set out from Tuy thither, but growing worse on the road,
returned to the former place on foot; so unwilling was he to remit any-
thing in his penitential life. Luke, the famous Bishop of Tuy, his great